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Finding funding for arts groups has never been an easy 

task and it seems more difficult than ever in today’s 

economic situation. With the recent news of 206 arts 

organisations being forced to close due to cuts in Arts 

Council England funding and cuts being made to local 

council budgets, one 

may well wonder where 

to turn. The good news 
is that funding still 

exists, and this article 

looks at what is 

available for arts groups 

within the UK. 

 
 

The arts have an 
important role in society 
and research from 2008 
states that voluntary 
arts groups ‘account for 
an estimated one fifth of 
all arts engagement in 
England’. It went on to say that the voluntary and 

amateur arts sector ... sustains cultural traditions, 
encourages innovation, helps develop new audiences, 
promotes vibrant and inclusive communities and 
supports the professional sector’1. 

 
Although this statement was made four years ago - by 
the then Culture Minister Margaret Hodge who was 
presenting the landmark research Our Creative Talent: 
the voluntary and amateur arts in England - it still holds 
true today and government, business and charitable 
foundations continue to fund the arts, whether they are 
small arts groups or large arts organisations. 

 

This article presents an overview of the types of 
funding that may be available and thus can be used as 
a basis to start one’s own research. 

Start Locally 
 
It’s a good idea to start your funding search by looking 

at what is available locally, particularly if you are 
seeking a small amount of money. Local councils, 
community foundations, community voluntary services, 
local charities, local airport charitable schemes and 
even local business groups, such as the Rotary Club or 
Lions Club, are working to support and strengthen local 
communities. 
 
Community foundations are a very good place to start. 
As the Community Foundation Network states, ‘With 

more than £224 million in endowed funds and providing 
about £70 million in grants a year community 
foundations combined are one of the UK’s biggest non-
statutory community grant-makers’2. 
 
Community foundations manage funds donated by both 
individuals and organisations, create endowments and 

connect donors to local needs. There are 57 
community foundations across the UK. These 
charitable foundations not only offer funding but a 
wealth of information and experience. Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales have one community foundation 

each with the remaining 54 
spread across England. 

The Community Foundation in 
Wales (GRANTfinder reference 
UGZ150), and the Scottish 
Community Foundation Grants 
Programme (GRANTfinder 
reference UG0832) offer a 
number of different grants, some 

of which may be relevant to the 

arts. The Community 
Foundation for Northern 
Ireland has a limited number of 
funds at any given time. It does, 

however, offer the Community 
Arts Fund (GRANTfinder 

reference UG8140) with grants of between £500 and 
£1,000 to support community arts projects that work 

with target ethnic minorities to promote community 
integration. 
 
Although local councils have had their budgets cut, 
many still provide funding for the arts.  Arts 
organisations in Kent, for example, have the 
opportunity once a year to apply to Kent County 

Council’s Kent Arts Investment Programme 
(GRANTfinder reference UGBY10), which offers grants 
to fund core support towards annual arts events, 

support short term arts projects and support audience 
development within Kent. It aims to deliver economic 
regeneration through creative industries, culture and 
tourism and to contribute to building cohesive 
communities. 
 
Belfast City Council also has an annual budget for the 

arts. The budget for its Culture and Arts Development 
and Outreach scheme (GRANTfinder reference 
UGD260) this year 
was £165,000, giving 
arts groups the 
opportunity to apply 
for grants of between 
£2,000 and £20,000 to 
extend participation 
and access to culture 
and arts activity within 
Belfast. A wide range 

of cultural projects are 
eligible for support 
including developing 
arts skills, recording 
histories, exploring 
aspects of local 
heritage and artistic 
performances. 
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Other Councils across the UK offer small amounts of funding. 
 
Here are a few examples to give a flavour of what local funding 
can provide: 

 Local arts groups in Clackmannanshire, for example, 

can apply for up to £500 from the Clackmannanshire 

Council’s Arts Events Support Grants (GRANTfinder 
reference UGG660) to help with the costs of holding a 

performance or event in the local community or 

attendance at an international event. 

 Conwy County Borough Council’s Arts Development 

Grant scheme (GRANTfinder reference UGN960) 
offers grants of up to £1,000 to help with the costs of 

new arts projects or events that will benefit the 

community of Conway. Priority is given to 'new and 

innovative' arts projects, which provide opportunities for 

members of the community to gain practical experience 

in the arts. 

 Through its Gwynedd Community Arts Fund 

(GRANTfinder reference UGX130), Gwynedd County 

Council offers grants of up to £500 to local voluntary 

organisations and societies for arts activities in the 
Gwynedd area. The aim is to enrich the lives of 

Gwynedd residents and visitors to the county, and to 

support and strengthen the indigenous culture of the 

area. 

 Antrim Borough Council offers grants of up to £500 

through its Arts and Heritage Small Grants Scheme 
(GRANTfinder reference UGT040). Local community 

groups can apply for funding to help with one-off arts 

projects that have the community’s support. 

 Derry City Council has an Arts and Culture 

Programme (GRANTfinder reference UGF640) that 
offers grants of up to £1,000 to local groups that are 

promoting and increasing cultural activities and 

developing arts skills. 

 South Staffordshire – Arts Grants for Groups 

(GRANTfinder reference UG7910) awards quarterly 

grants of up to £500 (50% match funding is required) 
for a wide range of arts activities, projects and events 

taking place within South Staffordshire and benefiting 

residents of the district. 'The Arts' includes all 

performing and visual arts, including dance, theatre, 

photography, writing, painting, textiles, glass painting, 

music and so on. 

Although these local sources may not be able to fund the total 

amount of a large project, they may be able to contribute some 

money towards a project.  

Arts Council, Lottery and Corporate Funding  

Groups that require larger amounts of money will need to 

consider casting their nets beyond local funding sources and 

look at the Arts Council, Lottery Funding, and corporate 

funding.  

 

Despite Arts Council England’s bad press in March 2012, arts 

groups should look at what the Arts Councils of England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland and Creative Scotland have to 

offer. The Arts Councils may not be able to fund all the art that 

takes place in the country, as Alan Davey, chief executive of 

Arts Council England pointed out, ‘but 110 organisations will 

receive regular funding for the first time from this April [2012]’3. 

 

Although groups in England may find that the Arts Council 
England funding is limited, it is a somewhat different story in 

Scotland.  

Creative Scotland is the lead body for the funding, 
development and advocacy of the arts in Scotland, distributing 

both National Lottery and Scottish Executive funding.  As such, 

it offers a number of funding programmes. Some are for 

individual artists, whilst others are for arts organisations based 

and working in Scotland.  

 

The Capital Grants Scheme (GRANTfinder reference 
UGAT70) is currently accepting applications. Arts 

organisations can apply for either of the two investment 

strands:  Large Capital Investment of between £100,000 and 

£2 million for buildings and equipment, and Large Scale Public 

Art for between £100,000 and £1 million for the creation of 

public art.  Both require match funding. There will be two 

opportunities to apply; one in 2012 and another in 2013. 

 

The Screen Audience Development Fund (GRANTfinder 
reference UGCJ50) offers grants of between £5,000 and 

£15,000. It aims to increase awareness of moving image 

culture across Scotland, celebrate excellence and encourage 

innovation within the Scottish film industry, increase 

networking opportunities for Scottish-based film-makers, bring 

communities together and boost local economies. 

 

In addition Creative Scotland offers an Ideas Bank 
(GRANTfinder reference UGF420). Organisations whose 
projects do not neatly fit within the Creative Scotland 

Investment Programmes can submit an application to the 

Ideas Bank which will be reviewed by the Ideas Forum. As 

Creative Scotland puts it: ‘The Ideas Bank is a mechanism by 

which we hope to receive new ideas from Scotland's creative 

sector that may require a different approach, different financial 

instruments or more than one partner to take them forward’4. 

 

Arts Council Northern Ireland offers a number of schemes 
especially for large arts organisations and individual artists.  

For example, arts organisations can apply for grants of at least 

£10,000 through the Project Funding for Organisations 
scheme (GRANTfinder reference UGDP70) to fund projects 

that will contribute to the growth of arts in the community and 

which reflect the diversity of Northern Ireland's society and 

culture. 

 

The Equipment and Minor Refurbishment Programme 
(GRANTfinder reference UGA310) offers grants of between 

£10,001 and £25,000 to arts organisations who need to 

purchase equipment and make minor refurbishments to 

buildings which will assist them to fulfil their potential in 

delivering the best artistic service possible to the people of 

Northern Ireland. 

 

Arts Council Wales offers grants of less than £5,000 and 
grants exceeding £5,000 for a range of arts projects through 

its Arts Funding for Organisations scheme (GRANTfinder 
reference UGG240). The Council is particularly keen to 
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encourage applications for audience development, research 

and development, theatre production and development, 

training, mentoring and continuing professional development, 

business enterprise and organisational development. In 

addition to grants for festivals and theatre production 

development, and national touring, the Arts Council is offering 

a new grant for music industry development. 

 

Arts Council England is launching the Creative Industry 

Finance Initiative later this month which will provide practical 
advice and support for creative entrepreneurs wishing to 
develop and grow their business as a viable commercial 
enterprise. Artists, writers, performers, designers, producers, 
promoters, publishers and innovators may be able to apply for 
a limited number of business development loans of £5,000 to 
£25,000 which will be repayable over a maximum of three 
years. Full information will be available in May 2012. 
 

The Grants for the Arts scheme (GRANTfinder reference 
UG1420) supports arts activities that benefit people in England 
or that help arts organisations and artists carry out their work. 
According to Arts Council England, this scheme is ‘currently 
one of the best ways for exciting initiatives to get off the 
ground [and] it will be extended and reserved for projects 
outside of the portfolio’5. A Lottery budget of £202 million is 
earmarked for this programme for 2011 to 2015. 

 

The National Lottery distributes an astonishing £30 million a 
week. According to the National Lottery, its players have raised 
£27 billion in the last 18 years for Good Causes6. 
 

The Big Lottery Fund (GRANTfinder reference UGJ280) 
administers a number of different funds which may or may not 
include funding for the arts. One programme worth pointing out 

is Awards for All which has a different scheme for England 
(GRANTfinder reference UG5320), Scotland (GRANTfinder 
reference UG5090), Wales (GRANTfinder reference UG5880) 
and Northern Ireland (GRANTfinder reference UG8520). 
Funding, in the form of grants of between £300 and £10,000, 
is available for local groups to carry out projects that will 
improve their local community. This includes arts-related 
projects that benefit the community such as arts based 
activities for people with mental disabilities or arts workshops 
for therapy patients. It does not fund, however, projects whose 
main purpose is to increase participation in the arts. 

 

Charitable Trusts 
 

According to a report released on 28 February 2012, 
charitable giving is on the rise. The organisation Arts & 
Business revealed that contributions from trusts and 

foundations as well as individual giving had risen during the 
period from 2004/05 to 2010/11. Giving from Trusts and 
Foundations had increased by £68 million during this time and 
by £131.6 million from individuals7. 

There are a large number of charitable trusts across the UK 

and they give funding for a variety of different purposes, 

including the arts.  Some charitable trusts, for example the 

Colwinston Charitable Trust, focus their funding specifically on 

the arts whilst others, such as the LankellyChase Foundation, 

fund a range of activities including the arts. 

 

The Colwinston Charitable Trust (GRANTfinder reference 
UGBM 50) offers grants of between £5,000 and £25,000 to 

charitable organisations in the UK (especially Wales) working 

in opera, classical music, visual arts and libraries and archives. 

 

The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation (GRANTfinder reference 
UGT 750) is one of the largest independent foundations 

providing grants in the UK. Approximately 75% of its Arts and 

Heritage grants budget goes to the arts and 25% to heritage 

projects.  

 

The Peter De Haan Charitable Trust (GRANTfinder reference 
UGW820) awards grants to organisations that provide 

opportunities to take part in the arts in educational and 

community settings, especially for people or groups with 

limited access to the arts. 
 

The Baring Foundation Arts Projects Programme 
(GRANTfinder reference UGK060) will consider funding the 

core costs of arts organisations in the UK which engage older 

people in high quality arts activities. The programme aims to 

support arts organisations that are developing the wider 

community's understanding and enjoyment of the contributions 

that older people make to society and the cultural life of the 

UK, as well as striving for a wider understanding of the diverse 

creative and cultural needs of older people. 

 

The Clore Duffield Foundation (GRANTfinder reference 
UG5850) supports mainly the cultural sector and in particular 

cultural learning, museums, galleries, heritage and performing 

arts learning spaces through grants of less than £5,000 up to 

those exceeding £1 million.  
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Fidelio Charitable Trust (GRANTfinder reference UGBT70) 
offers grants of up to £5,000 to help individuals and 

organisations of exceptional ability in the UK who would not 

otherwise be able to carry out an artistic project or activity 

without financial support. As the Trust's funds are limited, 

it may only be able to part-fund a project or activity. 

 

The LankellyChase Foundation (GRANTfinder reference 
UG4260) prefers applications from smaller charities with a 

local or regional remit as well as from black voluntary sector 

and minority ethnic groups who the Foundation recognises as 

having particular needs. As the foundation values the 

contribution made by the arts to people’s mental, physical and 

economic health, it focuses on three specific areas: promoting 

the use of the arts by people with severe mental ill health; 

encouraging vulnerable young people to participate in arts 

activities; and helping young artists to pursue a career in the 

arts. Grants are generally in the region of £10,000 to £15,000 

a year for up to three years.  

 

The Paul Hamlyn Foundation Arts Programme 
(GRANTfinder reference UG5480) aims to enable not-for-profit 

organisations to experiment with and develop new ways of 

engaging with audiences and participants.  This might mean 

introducing more people to traditional cultural activities or 

ensuring that the widest range of people has a greater 

opportunity to shape their own experience of the arts and 

culture. There is no minimum or maximum grant size available. 

 

PRS for Music Foundation offers a number of different 

schemes. Awards to Organisations (GRANTfinder reference 
UGP910), for example, is open to not-for-profit organisations 

and groups in the UK where new musical activity is their only, 

or main, activity.  

 

 

Organisations applying for the first time may apply for up to 

£5,000. Organisations which have been funded in previous 

years may apply for up to £25,000. The average award is 

around £6,000. 

 

Arts and Business 

 

Business has long been a sponsor of the arts, and as 

Jonathan Moulds, Chair of the new Arts & Business 

Leadership Campaign, said: ‘The arts are not an optional extra 

– they provide insight, creativity and opportunities to build self-
esteem, all of which are necessary to make our communities 

healthier and more vibrant’7.  

 

Nevertheless, business investment in the arts has fallen by 7% 

to £134.2 million. This drop occurred during the years from 

2004/04 to 2010/11 (reported by Arts & Business7.)  

 

Arts & Business went on to say that although ‘businesses are 

still committed to working with the arts, they are not hardwired 

to do so. Corporate money is a discretionary spend; 

particularly in hard times’7.  

 

Jonathan Moulds, commenting on the drop in funding, said: 

‘What is clear from these figures is that we need to increase 

awareness across the wider business community, and to show 

how our support of the arts can bring many benefits to both 

communities and to our own organisations’7. 
 

In Scotland, arts organisations are encouraged to do just that 

by approaching businesses to sponsor the arts through the 

New Arts Sponsorship Grants (GRANTfinder reference 
UGK970). The scheme, which is funded by the Scottish 

Government and administered by Arts and Business in 

partnership with Creative Scotland, offers a £1 for £1 match 

funding scheme for any first-time sponsorship from private 

businesses backing the arts in Scotland. The programme aims 

to increase the number of businesses backing the arts in 

Scotland and also to encourage non-Scottish based 

companies to sponsor arts activities in Scotland. 

 

Alternative Sources 

 

As public funding for the arts shrinks, arts groups may need to 

look beyond traditional sources of funding and find new ways 

to fund their work. Using their creativity, arts groups can come 

up with innovative ways to raise money whether through giving 

a workshop, a street performance, tutorials, having a show or 

an event or by trying crowdfunding or bidding for a contract.  
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Groups in Scotland, for example, can turn to Arts & Business 

Scotland which has a number of initiatives to help the arts 

raise funds from private donations. The most recent is Angel 

Shares Scotland which offers a new way for organisations 
and individuals to raise funds for their arts projects online8. It 

has been set up to help diversify income streams for the arts, 

offer new ways for individual supporters to engage with arts 

projects and raise awareness of inspiring Scottish arts projects 

across the world.  

 

Anyone interested in the latest arts and creative projects can 

visit Angel Shares Scotland9 to see what is going on in 

Scotland and what projects Scottish organisations are 

delivering across the world, and they can support any project 

they want to fund. 

 

Surviving or Thriving? 
 

As this article has shown, it is still possible to find arts grant 

funding. However, as Dan Jarvis MP, Shadow Culture Minister, 

has pointed out, the rise in private giving hasn’t matched the 

decrease in public funding, commenting that ‘this is deeply 

worrying for the long-term sustainability of the arts sector'7.  

 

He adds:  'I think it is imperative that we ensure all arts 

organisations have the business acumen they need. By 

investing time in the procurement of the relationship between 

the arts and business sectors, we can ensure that the arts 

survive the CSR-period, and that they continue to grow and 

expand their footprint in communities'7.  

 

Charlotte Jones, chief executive of the Independent Theatre 

Council, comments that one of the common factors that has 

enabled organisations to plan forward despite the loss of 

funding is 'the extraordinary contribution of their boards to the 

process of reinvention, planning and maintaining morale.  

 

Board members have increased their engagement, marshalled 

their forces and managed risk in a courageous and creative 

way'10.  

 
In an article written for The Stage, Fighting for their lives, she 

adds: 'There is no denying that it has been a tough year for the 

arts and the coming year is likely to be tougher'10. 

 
One of the keys to sustainability that comes across in the 

article is a willingness to change - to assess what the 

organisation really cares about and generate new ideas for the 

future. As Charlotte says: ‘There is great energy in this sector 

and I have always found that relatively small amounts of 

money make a big difference to our practitioners - they do a lot 

with a little and with a bit more they will do even more'10. 
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